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Advertising Claims Scavenger Hunt

Directions: using the magazines and/or newspapers provided, find ads that meet the following criteria. Be sure to number each example and circle the part of the ad that fulfills the requirement.  Ads may be torn out and stapled together or cut out and taped on another sheet of paper.  Attach this paper with your heading on it to the front of your ads. This assignment is worth 25 points.

Invisible Words Claims

1. Find an example of an ad that uses “up to,” “as much as,” “from,” “may,” or “can” as an invisible word claim.

2. Find an example of an ad that uses “helps,” “fights,” “works on,” or “acts on” as an invisible claim.

3. Find an example of an ad that uses “the look of,” “the taste of,” or “the feel of” to sell its product.

Parity Claims

4. Find an example of an ad whose product claims to be the “best.”  

5. Find an example of an ad that claims that “nothing is, (works, tastes, etc.) better” than its product.

Puffery Claims

6. Find one example of an ad for a product that claims to be “delicious,” “smooth,” “fresh tasting,” “soft,” “comfortable,” “beautiful,” or “rich.”

7. Find one example of an ad that promises a savings, percentage off the price, or a sale.

8. Find an example of an ad for a product that promises to be “new” or “improved.”

Invented Words

9. Find an example of an ad for a product that claims to be better because of an invented, trade-marked ingredient that other similar products don’t have. (For example, Certs has a sparkling drop of Retsin.  Although we really don’t know what this, it sounds impressive. )

Water is Wet Claim

10. Find one example of an ad that makes a claim that is true of all similar products. (for example, a deodorant that claims to be “body heat activated,” or a gasoline that claims to clean your car’s engine)

